
Dermatoscope Comparison 

 

 

Smartphone Dermatoscopes - Please note that some of the smartphone dermatoscopes only work in conjunction with a smartphone and cannot be used as a standalone unit.  

 

NAME CANFIELD VEOS DS3 DERMLITE 3Gen-DL1 DERMLITE HUD SSS FOTOFINDER HANDYSCOPE 

PHOTO 

    

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

iPod Touch iPhone, iPod, iPad, Samsung + Almost any smartphone <5.5" width iPhone 6, 6s, iPod Touch 

CHARGER + BATTERY 

LIFE TIME 

USB 
rechargeable. Battery lasts 3.5 

hours 

USB 

rechargeable 

Battery lasts 1 hour 

USB 
rechargeable 

Battery lasts 0.5 hour 

USB 
rechargeable 

Battery lasts 8 hours 

 

POLARISATION Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised Polarised + 

unpolarised 

 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact Only Contact + 
non-contact 

 

MAGNIFICATION 10 x 10 x 10 x 20x 

 

PROS Versatile 

Moveable lens design 

Can rotate the lens out of the way 
for an overview photograph 

Small and compact 

Can be used as a stand-alone dermatoscope 

Recharges from any Mac or PC, or via Apple 
charger 

Cheap option for single lesions 

Individual can use on any smartphone 
teledermoscopy App 

The “universal” gripping phone holder Is a bit 
fiddly. 

Magnetic piece rather than case so you can 
use on any phone, i.e. overcomes the model 

changing and different devices. 

It would make taking photos really easy and 
forwarding on (securely) should be possible 



  

 

using secure apps eg hospify or you can use 
dermatology specific apps. 

Good quality photos 

CONS  The device comes with one device specific case 
which has to be specified at the time of order. 

Therefore, extra cases may need to be bought if 
multiple people will be using the device with 

different devices. 

The “universal” gripping phone holder Is a bit 
fiddly. 

Dermlite attachments to smart devices were 
quite clunky 

LINK TO SUPPLIER  
 

Canfield VEOs DS3 

DERMLITE 3Gen-DL1 
Also available from: DERMLITE 3Gen-DL1 
Also available from: DERMLITE 3Gen-DL1 

 

DERMLITE HUD SSS 

 

FOTOFINDER HANDYSCOPE 

 

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/ 

 

 

NAME FIRSTCHECK SKINSCOPE HEINE iC1 MOLESCOPE I MOLESCOPE II 

PHOTO 

 

 
  

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

All smartphones iPhone 5, 5S, 6, 6s 

 

All iPhones 5-7, iPod Touch 5,6, All iPod Minis, 
iPod Air, iPod Pro, Most Android Smartphones 

and Tablets 

Wide range of phones and tablets 

CHARGER + 

BATTERY LIFE TIME 

N/A 

N/A 

USB 
rechargeable 

Battery lasts 3.5 hours 

 

USB rechargeable battery +user-replaceable 
batteries 

Battery Life N/A 

USB rechargeable 

Battery Life 6 hours 

POLARISATION Unpolarised Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Unpolarised Polarised 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact Only Contact only Contact only Contact + non-contact 

http://surfaceimaging.co.uk/?page_id=51
https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-dl1/
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-dl1-smartphone-dermatoscope.html
https://www.ahpmedicals.com/dermlite-dl1.html?utm_source=Google+Shopping+Ads&gclid=Cj0KCQjwuJz3BRDTARIsAMg-HxWCmmr0tIqZzBd5D1B_Lkk2ulvLigKsj45z63O11XuUCV77OS81MMYaAgMfEALw_wcB
https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-hud-patient-dermatoscope/
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/handyscope-the-exclusive-iphone-connected-dermatoscope/der146
https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/


MAGNIFICATION 20x 12x - 40x 10X (50X-60X depending on the smartphone 
used) 

10X (50X-60X depending on the smartphone 
used) 

PROS Universally compatible with 
smartphones and tablets 

Attaches to smart phone 

Allows photos to be taken during home visits 
or practice 

Can send directly via nhs.net to nhs.net email 
or use a software package to transfer. 

Photo quality generally excellent 

Small 

 

Polarised lighting to eliminate glare that 
reflects from the skin whilst improving image 

quality 

Includes a ruler on the glass contact plate to 
easily measure lesion size 

Changeable contact and non-contact caps 

CONS Not currently available in the UK Smart phone used is iPhone 6s, any older and 
image not good enough 

Face to face training of referring GPs made all 
the difference in getting quality photos 

Not possible to use the IC1 without a 
smartphone which may be a challenge if an 
individual wants to use it for normal clinical 

assessment 

Does not have cross polarised lighting like the 
Molescope II 

Does not come with changeable contact and 
non-contact caps like the Molescope II 

 

LINK TO SUPPLIER  
Not currently available in the UK HEINE IC1 

Also available from: HEINE IC1  

 

MOLESCOPE I MOLESCOPE II 

 

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conventional Dermatoscopes 

 

NAME 3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HYBRID 3GEN DERMLITE DL4 3Gen DERMLITE DL3 3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HR 

https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/camera/heine-ic1-set-7-for-iphone-7/der257
https://www.hce-uk.com/Heine-iC1-Dermatoscope-iC1/6-for-iPhone-6
https://molescope.com/product/
https://molescope.com/product/
https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/


PHOTO 

  

  

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

iPhone, iPod, iPad, Samsung + 
more 

iPhone, iPod, iPad, Samsung + iPhone, iPod, iPad, Samsung + more iPhone, iPod, iPad, Samsung + more 

CHARGER + 

BATTERY LIFE TIME 

USB 
rechargeable 

Battery Life 2 Hours 

USB/cradle 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 2 hours 

USB/cradle 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 2 Hours 

USB 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 2 hours 

POLARISATION Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised + 

linear-pol 

Polarised 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + 

non-contact 

MAGNIFICATION 10x 10x 10x 10x 

PROS Compatible with mobile devices 

Compact 

Automatic shut off to save battery 
life 

Attach magnetically to ipads 

 

The newer Dermlite scopes are better 
for imaging larger lesions. 

Produces a sharp image thanks to the 25mm 
four-element lens and reduces optical 

distortion 

Durable 

Low battery indicator 

Ergonomic 

Offers contact and non-contact dermoscopy 

Can be used with virtually any smartphone or 
tablet 

Automatic shutoff to save battery life 

CONS  

 

   

LINK TO SUPPLIER 3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HYBRID 

Also available from: 3Gen 
DERMLITE DL200 HYBRID   

3Gen DERMLITE DL4  3Gen DERMLITE DL3 

 

 

 

3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HR 

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HR 

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE DL200 HR 

 

 

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/ 

 

https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-dl200-hybrid-2/
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-hybrid-p-101156.html
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-hybrid-p-101156.html
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/Catalogue/product/fbf4117
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/Catalogue/product/fbf2768
https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-dl200-hr/
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-dl200hr-pocket-dermatoscope.html
https://www.hce-uk.com/Schuco-DermLite-DL200-HR
https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/


 

 

NAME CANFIELD VEOS HD1 CANFIELD VEOS HD2 ILLUCO IDS - 1100 VISIOMED MICRODERM LUMINIS 

PHOTO 

  

 

 

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

iPhone 4, 4s, 5, 5s, 6, 6s iPhone 4, 4s, 5, 5s, 6, 6s iPhone 5-latest, Samsung Galaxy S6+Edge, 
S7+Edge, S8, S8 Plus, Samsung Galaxy Note 

4/5/7 

No 

CHARGER + 

BATTERY LIFE TIME 

USB 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 3.5 hours 

USB 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 3.5 hours 

USB rechargeable 

Battery Life 2 hours 

Rechargeable battery 

Battery life 1.2 Hours 

POLARISATION Polarised Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised + unpolarised Polarised 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + non-contact Contact + 

non-contact 

MAGNIFICATION 10x 10x 10X 10 - 15x 

PROS Produces crisp and clear images 

Compact 

Possible to quickly snap on the 
glass contact plate for immersion 

fluid dermoscopy 

Long lasting battery 

Ergonomic 

Precision lighting allows for a bright 
and clear view of the image detail 

Switch from polarised to non-polarised 
lighting with the click of a button 

An optional iPhone integration sleeve 
allows for fast, high-quality image 

capture 

Compact and ultra-light 

Compactible with smartphones and tablets 

Brightness control 

One hand operation 

High performance 

Close to daylight lighting conditions 

Can examine patient at a distance 

CONS  Have to use the iPhone integration 
sleeve for it to be compatible with 

iPhone 

 Bulky 

Not compatible with smartphones 

 LINK TO SUPPLIER Canfield Veos HD1  Canfield Veos HD2   ILLUCO IDS-1100 VISIOMED MICRODERM LUMINIS 

http://surfaceimaging.co.uk/
http://surfaceimaging.co.uk/
https://athrohab.co.uk/product/illuco-ids-1100-dermatoscope/
http://surfaceimaging.co.uk/


  

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/ 

 

 

 

NAME HEINE NC1 HEINE MINI 3000 3GEN DERMLITE DL100 3GEN DERMLITE 

CARBON 

PHOTO 

  
    

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

No No No No 

CHARGER + 

BATTERY LIFE TIME 

AA batteries 

+ rechargeable 

Battery Life 3.5 hours 

 

AA batteries 

+ rechargeable 

Battery Life 10 hours 

Disposable Type 2CR5 

Battery life 8 hours 

Disposable Type 2CR5 

Battery Life 8 hours 

POLARISATION Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Unpolarised Polarised Polarised + 

linear-pol 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact + Contact only Non-contact Contact + 

non-contact 

MAGNIFICATION 6 - 9x 10x 10x 10x 

PROS Includes a contact plate which can 
be added to transform the NC1 into 

a contact dermatoscope 

Produces sharp image resolution 

Aluminium frame means it is 
durable 

Small and compact 

Can use the device one handed 

Compact and Lightweight 

Image quality is sharp and clear 

Bright, white light 

Excellent colour correction 

Cross-polarized light, ideal for visualizing deep 
structures 

Clear images 

Comes with silicon sleeve and lanyard 

Long battery lifespan 

Lightweight and compact 

CONS Not compatible with smartphones Uses batteries Flimsy  

https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/


Uses dermatoscopy oil 

 

 

LINK TO SUPPLIER 

HEINE NC1 

 

HEINE MINI 3000 

 

3Gen DERMLITE DL100 

 

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE DL100  

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE DL100 

 

 

 

 

3Gen DERMLITE CARBON  

 

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE CARBON  

Also available from: 3Gen DERMLITE CARBON 

 

 

 

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/  

  

 

 

 

NAME HEINE DELTA 30 HEINE DELTA ONE  OPTICLAR VISIONMED 

D-SCOPE 

HEINE 

DELTA 20T 

PHOTO 

 

   

SMARTPHONE 

ACCESSORIES / 

COMPATABILITY 

Can attach to phones such as the 
iPhone 

Can attach to phones such as the 
iPhone 

SLR + Smartphone adaptor Canon, Olympus, Nikon, SLR cameras 

CHARGER + 

BATTERY LIFE TIME Rechargeable battery Rechargeable battery 

USB 

rechargeable 

Battery Life 8 hours 

USB recharg.+ 

replaceable 

Battery Life 10 hours 

https://www.farlamedical.co.uk/heine-nc1-dermatoscope
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/Catalogue/product/fbf4314
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/Catalogue/product/fbf2766
https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-basic-dl100/
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-dl100-pocket-dermatoscope.html
https://www.schuco.co.uk/products/dermatology/dermlite-carbon/
https://www.medisave.co.uk/dermlite-carbon-p-101154.html
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/dermlite-carbon-dermatoscope/der148


 

     

 Purchasing Dermatoscopes from NHS Supply Chain  

  

POLARISATION 
Polarised + 

unpolarised 
Polarised + unpolarised 

Polarised + 

unpolarised 

Polarised + 

unpolarised 

 

CONTACT / NON-

CONTACT 

Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact + non-contact Contact + 

non-contact 

Contact only 

MAGNIFICATION 10x 10X 10x 10x - 16x 

PROS Compatible with mobile devices 

Crystal clear image 

3 levels of brightness control 

Compact 

Switch between 3 levels of light 
intensity 

 

Similar to Heine Delta 20T Hard wearing and better optics than the dermlites 

 

The newer Heine scopes are better for imaging 
larger lesions 

CONS   Can be a bit clunky when trying to attach to a 
smart phone 

A bit clunky for screening. 

Clunky 

 

LINK TO SUPPLIER 

HEINE DELTA 30 

Also available from: HEINE DELTA 
30 

Also available from: HEINE DELTA 
30   

HEINE DELTA ONE 

Also available from: HEINE DELTA ONE   

OPTICLAR VISIONMED D-SCOPE 

 

Also available from: OPTICLAR VISIONMED D-
SCOPE  

 

 

 HEINE DELTA 20T 

 

Also available from: HEINE  DELTA 20T  

 

 

 The following link contains images of skin lesions taken by various dermatoscopes: https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/ 

https://www.henleysmed.com/products/heine-dermatoscope-delta30
https://www.heine.com/en/
https://www.heine.com/en/
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/delta-30-dermatoscope/der024
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/delta-30-dermatoscope/der024
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/deltaone-standard-edition-black-silver/der026
https://www.heine.com/en/products/deltaone
https://www.opticlar.co.uk/catalogue/vision-med/dermatoscopes/d-scope-dermatoscope-sets/d-scope-dermatoscope-set-with-camera-kit/
https://www.medscope.co.uk/aw100-020-202opticlar-d-scope-with-immersion-polarisation-plate-and-rechargeable-handle-and-desk-charger
https://www.medscope.co.uk/aw100-020-202opticlar-d-scope-with-immersion-polarisation-plate-and-rechargeable-handle-and-desk-charger
https://www.henryschein.co.uk/gb-en/medical-gb/p/dermatology/dermatoscopes/heine-delta-20-t-dermatoscope-set-beta/der006
https://www.heine.com/en/products/dermatoscopes-and-digital-documentation/dermatoscopes/detail/28744-heine-delta-20t-dermatoscope
https://dermnetnz.org/topics/comparative-dermoscopy-images/


 

NHS Supply Chain manages the sourcing, delivery and supply of healthcare products, services for NHS trusts and healthcare organisations across 
England and Wales.  All NHS Providers should have access to this centrally funded resource and can order directly from the site.   

 Non-centrally funded organisations such as GP Practices or Primary Care Treatment Centres will need to apply to NHS Supply Chain using the form 
provided in the link below.  Once approved a GP practice is assigned a DoH code and requisition point to the regional warehouse that manages the 
stock distribution in their area.  

https://www.supplychain.nhs.uk/customer-service/create/private-customers/ 

The Patient Assessment Devices framework has several brands of dermatoscope available to order including Welch Allyn, Heine, DermLite, 
Opticlar, KaWe, Kirchner & Wilhelm, FotoFinder.  Digital cameras are also available from the NHS Supply Chain catalogue  
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/catalogue 

 

 

 

 

https://www.supplychain.nhs.uk/customer-service/create/private-customers/
https://my.supplychain.nhs.uk/catalogue

